
Writing Sample (artist statements)

Th e  fo l l owi n g  a r t ist  state m e nts  we re  wr i t te n  fo r a r t ists- i n - res i d e n c e  at  E l sewh e re, a  t h re e -sto r y  fo rm e r t h r i f t  
sto re -tu rn e d  a r ts  spa c e  l o c ate d  i n  t h e  h e a r t  of  d owntown  G re e n sb o ro, No r t h  Ca ro l i n a . S tate m e nts  we re  wr i t te n  
wh i l e  i n  res i d e n c e  a s  Prog ra m  Fe l l ow, ba se d  o n  co nve rs at i o n s  a n d  a r t ist  n otes. To  re a d  m o re  state m e nts  a n d  v i ew 
co rresp o n d i n g  p h otos, go  to :  g o e l sewh e re .o rg/c ate go r y/p ro j e ct s .

Slow Dance, Monique van Hinte (The Netherlands)
November 2017. Video projections, performance, recordings of vinyl singles.

Th ro u g h o u t  h e r t i m e  at  E l sewh e re, va n  H i nte  a p p roa c h e d  t h e  m use u m’s  co l l e ct i o n  a s  a  ge o l og ist ,  u n e a r t h i n g  
m e a n i n g  b etwe e n  o b j e cts , p e o p l e, a ct i o n s, a n d  p l a c e. S l ow  D a n c e  i s  a  se r i es  of  e p h e m e ra l  p e r fo rm a n c es  t h at  
we ave  toget h e r l i g ht ,  m ove m e nt , a n d  m usi c  t h at  ref l e ct  va n  H i nte’s  i nvest i gat i o n s.

D u r i n g  t h e  wo rk ’s  o p e n i n g  ex h i b i t i o n , va n  H i nte  t ra n sfo rm e d  t h e  m use u m  i n  i ts  e nt i ret y  at  e a c h  t h re e - q u a r te r h o u r. 
Pa r t i c i pa nts  we re  i nv i te d  to  fo l l ow pat h s  of  l i g ht  a n d  m usi c  to  d iscove r m o re  v i d e o  i n sta l l at i o n s  a n d  i nt i m ate, s l ow 
d a n c e  p e r fo rm a n c es. I n  va n  H i nte’s  wo rds:  “S l ow d a n c i n g  c a ptu res  m o m e nts  of  l ives  i nte rm i n g l i n g  a n d  u n rave l i n g , 
u n i t i n g  a n d  se pa rat i n g  wh i l e  t h e  o b j e cts  a ro u n d  us  b e a r wi t n ess  a n d  re co rd .”

S o n gs  fo r t h e  p e r fo rm a n c es  we re  m ost ly  re co rd e d  f ro m  El sewh e re’s  s i n g l es  co l l e ct i o n , wh i c h  va n  H i nte  l iste n e d  to  
i n  i ts  e nt i ret y. M u c h  l i ke  t h e  i nt ro d u ct i o n  of  o u ts i d e  e l e m e nts  l i ke  t h e  d a n c i n g  p e r fo rm e rs  a n d  t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g  c afé  
d e pi cte d  i n  t h e  v i d e o  a b ove, t h e re  we re  i nt ro d u ct i o n s  of  two, n o n - co l l e ct i o n  so n gs  i nto  t h e  p i e c e.

Martyrdom of Saint Elsewhere, Dorothy Melander-Dayton (Detroit, MI)
Februrary 2017. Wedding dress, yarn, ribbons, toys, spray paint, plaster, wheelchair, 
crutches.

M a r t yrd o m  of  S a i nt  E l sewh e re  i s  a  t h e at r i c a l  i n sta l l at i o n  t h at  d raws  co n n e ct i o n s  b etwe e n  re l i g i o us  i co n og ra p hy a n d  
t h e  s a c re d  n atu re  of  t h e  El sewh e re  co l l e ct i o n . Th o u g h  t h e  m use u m  is  a  se cu l a r e nt i t y,  M e l a n d e r- Day to n  o bse r ve d  
re l i g i o us  te n d e n cy sewn  d e e p  i nto  t h e  o rga n i zat i o n’s  fo l ds. H e r wo rk ta kes  t h e  s a c re d  f ra g m e nt  a s  a  p o i nt  of  d e pa r -
tu re  to  u n d e rsta n d  El sewh e re’s  a p p roa c h  to  m ate r i a l s  a n d  a r t- m a k i n g.

Fro m  t h is  f ra m ewo rk , Sa i nt  E l sewh e re  m ate r i a l i ze d —a  f i gu rat ive  “s a i nt ” of  t h e  m use u m . L i ke  a ny go o d  Cat h o l i c  
m a r t yr,  Sa i nt  E l sewh e re  at ta i n s  h o l i n ess  t h ro u g h  p hys i c a l  t rau m a . Ba ro q u e - i n spi re d  sym b o l is m  su g gests  a  n a rrat ive  
of  sp i r i tu a l  a n d  sexu a l  t ra n s g ress i o n .

Mate r i a l  c h o i c es  a n d  a rra n ge m e nts  p o i nt  to  b o d i ly  i n j u r y  a n d  d e p r ivat i o n — pa i n  i m b u e d  t h ro u g h  we d d i n g  gown , re d  
r i b b o n , g l oves, c ru tc h es, a n d  wh e e l c h a i r.  Ma r t yrd o m  of  Sa i nt  E l sewh e re  b e co m es  a  sh r i n e, e l evat i n g  t h e  d a m a ge d  
a n d  b ro ke n  to  t ra n sc e n d e n c e.




